CH302 Random Musings February 1, 2007

1. I am having hair cutting issues. It is complicated—to begin, I
hate having someone I don’t know cut my hair and force me to
feel like I need to be having a conversation. So after one
uncomfortable conversation too many 25 years ago, [ watched a
late nigh infomercial that changed my life—and bought a
Flowbee. For those of you who don’t know what a Flowbee is, it
is a device you attach to a vacuum cleaner that chops at your hair
like hedge trimmers while the vacuum sucks the hair up in the air
(The pictures explain it all) Brilliant in its simplicity, I have been
Flowbeeing my hair for 25 years. I haven’t had an uncomfortable
conversation with a hair stylist for a quarter century. In the
process, that $50 investment has saved me about $5000 in cheap
haircuts. Of course that saved money has been spent on other
infomercial products, none of which have ever worked. So I have
only broken even financially.

Now the problem with why I have stopped Flowbeeing. I am
going bald. Everyone who goes bald comes to know if in
different ways. Sometimes you can just look in the mirror. But if

you are tall, and you bald on top of your head, you only really
ever know it from the occasional photo taken while you are sitting

on the floor playing with your kids. Or in my case, the most common way comes when I am Flowbeeing my
hair. When you Flowbee, you hear a kind of growling sound as the hair is cut. A very satisfying growl. But as I

2.

have grown more bald, the growl I should hear as I run the Flowbee over
the top of my head has grown silent. An ever widening silence that I can no
longer bear. And so I can’t bring myself to Flowbee anymore.

Except that I do have hair that keeps getting longer and longer, and then
my wife accused me over the holidays of starting to look like my brother
who is really bald and grows what little hair he has left really long. My
God, I was doing the same thing. So I went to get my Flowbee and
couldn’t find it, gone. Evidently thrown out with a bunch of boxes during
the holidays.

So what to do? I can’t let a stranger cut my hair. I can’t start looking like
my brother. It is a quandary without a solution other than to buy a new
Flowbee. But spend $50 to remind myself I am going bald? I don’t think
so. And so I stand here, immobilized.

Anyway, the results of quiz 2 are in and as a class you have continued your fine performance from

last semester. The average was about 80% for the class and the most missed problem still was correctly
answered by over 70% of you, so the scores will stand as posted. Good effort (though things will be
getting harder so control your overconfidence.)



3. About 10% of the class still has not signed up for the HW Service and another 20 of you incorrectly
filled out your scantron for the first quiz. So things to do if you have not seen an accurate Quiz 1 score
on the HW Service:

¢ For those of you who have not signed up for the HW Service, please do so ASAP. If you
have tried and cannot it is likely because you are entering the wrong unique number or
are using a name that someone else has taken. E-mail Mazen if you are having problems
registering, but do try to join the team soon.

e [f you believe you have signed up incorrectly (you’ll know this because you can’t access
your scores), fill out a regrade request letting Mazen know the problem and he will
advise you on how to fix the problem.

e For the 20 of you who bubbled in an id number or a version number incorrectly, you have
until next Thursday in class to download the regrade request form from the web site, fill
it out and turn it in ASAP.

4. A comment on complaining about unfair questions on quizzes and exams. Be aware that I value fair exam
and quiz questions and quite enjoy watching a class of 500, try to rip apart the HW Service questions because
ambiguity or error makes a problem unfair. So it is fine to e-mail me if you believe that is the case for a
question on a quiz or test. Do make sure you provide a rational explanation for your concern—the better the
argument the more likely I will listen, and whining is a definite turn-off. In some cases I also will look at the
general statistics for the class to determine if a high percentage was similarly misled. No hard feelings though-
if I consider your concern and then decide a question was fair and say so, that will be the end of it.

5. Just a note that the videos for my lectures are now up including all those back to the beginning of the
semester. To access, use ch302tth and the course unique, 53015.

6. There is a quiz next Tuesday. For those of you who can’t believe I am having quizzes in back to back
weeks, [ apologize but ask you to blame Austin’s decision to shut down a city for a week so you could go
sledding. It forced me to compress the schedule.

7. Question types for quiz 2:
e Writing an equilibrium expression given a chemical reaction
Calculating the K for a reaction given equilibrium concentrations
Calculating an equilibrium concentration given initial concentrations and a K value
Calculating an equilibrium concentration given initial concentrations and a K value (quadratic solution)
Comparing Q and K to determine the direction of a reaction
LeChatelier’s Principle problem (changing concentration)
LeChatelier’s Principle problem (changing temperature or pressure)
Calculation to relate AG to K

8. Neal was telling me just the other day that he is chomping at the bit to write 20 question types for the
Chapter 9 material to post as soon as possible.

9. Sadly there is not a direct correlation between any of last year’s quizzes and this year, so it is best to study
directly from Neal’s questions.

10. Where are Dr. Laude’s Office Hours? I know it is a pain, but with the number of students attending my
office hours varying between 1 and 200 on any given day, it is hard to find a room that is just the right size.
Besides, I like having my office hours in my office where I can host intimate gatherings of upwards of 30



students. But when those tests and quizzes roll around, intimacy goes out the window and a room for a couple
hundred seems more appropriate. So how to know which is which?

Method 1. I will tell you in the musings each week. For example:

* Next Monday and Tuesday I will hold office hours in the classroom because there is a Quiz Tuesday.
* On Wednesday and Thursday after the quiz I will be ion my office.

Method 2. Make up a little poem to assist with a common sense assessment. Here are two I have written:
e [f there’s a quiz or a test, it’s not in Dave’s nest
e s there a quiz or test soon? Go to the classroom.

One of your classmates also provided some. Most make no sense to me or seem just wrong, but hey, I don’t
get today’s youth so maybe you’ll like his better. For example:

If you don't want your grade to go 'ka-boom' see Dr Laude in a larger room
On days when you use a calculator, Judy will say "see you later"

If you'll be nerv-ous, there will be more-of-us

If you will fill out a sheet, Dr Laude is across the street

11. 11. Valentine’s Day is close at hand and this is your chance to submit your favorite poetry for publication
in a special poetry musings on the 15*. Only lovingly sweet poetry will be published at this time. This is your
chance, like on radio stations, to dedicate a poem to someone. Then, in the new millennium equivalent of
listening to songs dedication by Kasey Kasem in the 80s, you can go to my web site and point out to your
beloved, a dedication on my random musings link.

12. Poetry Corner. This is Black History Month and so I give you one of my favorite poets from my youth,
Langston Hughes, an angry black male poet whose poetry from 60 years ago is sadly still relevant:

Who But the Lord

Langston Hughes

I'looked and I saw

That man they call the Law.
He was coming

Down the street at Me!

I had visions in my head

Of being laid out cold and dead.
Or else murdered

By the third degree.

I said, O Lord, if you can,
Save me from hat man!

But the Lord he was not quick.
The Law raised up his stick
And beat the living hell

Out of me!

Now I do not understand

Why God don’t protect a man
From police brutality.

Being poor and blame

I’ve no weapons to strike back
So who but the Lord

Can protect me?

Third Degree

Langston Hughes

Hit me! Jab me!

Make me say I did it.
Blood on my sport shirt
And my tan suede shoes.
Faces like jack-o-lanterns
In gray slouch hats.

Slug me! Beat me!
Scream jumps out

Like blow torch.

Three kicks between the legs
That kill the kids

I’d make tomorrow.

Bars and floor skyrocket
And burst Roman candles.
When you throw

Cold water on me,

I’ll sign the

Paper....






